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Do fine art and retail shopping
make strange bedfellows? May-
faire doesn't think so. In fact, the
shopping village is doing its part
to make art more accessible to

the public.

Billing itsalf as “the perfact place 1o shop.
ching. |hee, work. pley [and] stay " from 2= in.
caption Mayfaire Town Center has sirbsen to
be more than just another mall, The mixed-use
development combines retall, restavrants
residences, entertainmeant, and hotel and ofice
spoce in an affor to creale an emdrcnment
that offers “the captivating charm and bustling
energy of an ald-fashioned downiown with all
of the conveniences of a big city.”

In line with that goal, and in partnership
wilh public sculpture program PEDestrian A,
hayfairg has unvalled three public sculptures
sites on its 400-acre complex hMarkeling
diractor Deborah Goodmen smes, 1 think #
is imporiant to have an everywhers 5o that
everyone has the opportunity to enjoy ar on
& daily bagis. We as residants of Wilmington
and goed cifizens have to do more than just
want a vilgrant art community—we hava to put
our money where owr mouths ars and make
it happed. "

Manyfaire is doing just that. Thres parmansnt
soulptura sites have been positionad within the

Creative Community:
Mayfaire adds PED Art to its 'village'

landscaping nesxd to Barmes and Mobla. Banana
Repubks and Red Bank Wins, The sites ware
chosen becavse “they are either locations
where peopls walk around—thereiore, gving
oo exposure te the artwork—aor they were
preas where nol many people walk, so we
thought i would creste an additional reascon
i walk in that area of Mayfare,” explains
hatthenw Dals. diractor of non-prafit PED An
creator Tabala Raza. The sculptures will be
rofated oul every six months, with fwo mome
sibes plannad for the near futwes.

Local emerging artist Shane Smith beft
hie dey job not too long age and created On
the Grird Metal Designs. Deciding he was
ready for a new challenge, and never heving
responded to a call o arisis bafors, Smith
subbmitted & skatch. | saw some of the PE-
Destian A sculpfures downtown and liked
the idea of bringing art into the community,”
shares Smith, "It auvtometicaly mekes people
stop and anjoy lart and Eel for & while. | think
it inspires people to be creathve, no matter on
what level.”

Seriith played with fire to produce a brightly-
cobored aluminum peece for the progeel. "N
all came to me as | was skeiching,” he says,
“I didn’t ewen think of the name (The Hot
Spot’) until the sculpture was complated. |
was going with & fire theme with the shape
of the sculpture, and played with the color to

achiave a realistic fame”

Wllminglan sculrlrnr and matalsmith Karnsn
Faden Crouch created a walded hronze piece
ol a female swan on her nest, sheltered by the
wings of har male companicn. When Crauch
wias wiorking on the Mirmie Evans sculpiure
garden at Aidie Gardens, she had a ritual of
walehing a pair of swars with their five cypnats.
Cng day sha saw a circling hawk, and in the
miarming thare ware only four babies in the nest.
"I think about those paranis trying o protect
their yeung, and | think about how preciouws
@wiery litthe e and every relationshep can be,”
sharzs Crouch.

Photographer Arrow Ross cawsght the family
of swans on film early in the spring and gave
Crouch a print. "All five cygnets were thare,”
shie says. "l fell 8o hapeny that his brief e had
bean captured.” Her sculpture, “Defending
the Mest,” is a irbute to those swans.

The third featured sculptura is an abstract
steel piace featured by Morth Carcling ad-
ist Carl Billingsley. The sculplor leaches al
East Carcling University and chairs the ard
dipeairt et

Viewing public art as Integral to & com-
munity's fabsic, the PED Anl project began
in downtown Wilmingion, where several
permanent sculpiure sites dot Bjou Park and
the Riverwalk, s expansion across town to
Wmfaire bodes well for the success of its vi
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sion, "We want io make it 5o that no peraon
can walk arcand or be n Wilmington sithout
seaing of experiencing an al least once in their
daily life,* says Dols. This vision is well on its
way to becoming relity,



