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TheArts Scene

Dols uses open space
downtown for art
l f  my columns in the past three
lmonths seemed l ike instal l"
I ments of 'The Miscellaneous

Wilmington Adventures oI Matt
Dols," well, they weren't. [t's just
that I like to wdte about curlent
happenings and issues in the arts
community and Mr. Dols is every-
where and into everything.

In this episode, Mr. Dols, pho-
to$apber and owner of Tabula
Rasa, is getting a program started
using empty downtown storeftont
windows as show spaces for

artists.
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He got tired
of walkiog
around down-
town ano see-
ing empty,
lonely window
spaces and
w o n d e r i n g
why they
welen't being
used. (In case
you haven't

downtown realtors to ask if artists
can show thele and what space
lequirements they must fulfill.

"The realtors Deed to realize
that this draws atiention to their
space," he said. "If people start
seeing art everlnvhere they go,
then they'll go home, lealize they
don't have a lot of aft and buy
mo!e, And it stimulates artists
because it gets their work
noticed."

Mr, Dols plans to get some of
the fust downtown art exhibitions
in windows within the next two or
thlee modths. Artists who ale
irterested in getting their work
dowltown should contact Mr. Dols
to get on a waiting list Ior a space.
The only fee he plans to charge is
$25 per artist for administlative
costs, and the art will be displayed
ln each space about two or three
months at a time.

Don't worry aitists. Mr. Dols
doesn't plan to jufy the art - just
make it tasteful.

I can't think of a better chapter
to add to Mr. Dols' adventures
than this one. Now it's up to the
artists to respond and get your
work in the public eye. Details:
251-9296.

A VAI.ENNNE'S TREAT
Instead ofgiving those fattening

chocolate boxes for Valentine's
Dal4 get more creative and tale
your special love to the
Wilmington Gallery for "The
Three Sisters Show" in the eallery
at Chaldler's Wharf. The three
sister-artists are Chris Bosna
Farley, Catherirc Bosna aad Mia
Bosna. The leception for their
show is 4-6 p.m. Saturday,
Valentine's Day, so you can swing
by the gallery beforc you have
your farcy dinnei

Details: 341-4:,70.

Amanda Greene: 343-2365
adanda,gre€ne@st mewsonllne.com

IttilDl
GNIEilE

noticed, Mr.
Dols has a flare for filling under-
utilized spaces in town such as a
parking deck or a former garden-
ing shop for his Art for the Masses
eveots.)

"I wanted to stad to make art
more prevalent in people's lives,"
he said. "It's a grander econornic
stimuli."

But Mr. Dols couldn't just start
putting random paintings or sculp-
ttlle ill vacant storeftonts \rithout
the approval of property o$/rlers
and Wilmington Downto$n, lnc.,
formerly DARE (Downtown Area
Revitaltation Effort.) Recentl]a he
got an iritial blessing.

"Anytime we ca]l engage the art
co&munity in downtow!, that's
good fo! us," said Susi HamiltoD,
executive dilector of Wilrnington
Downtola,n, Lrc. "l don't think he'I
have a probleD getting a buy-in
ftom the realtors."

Mr. Dols will contact each of the


